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they supported the motion of the Popolari. But the maxi-
malist deputies declared that they would ' not share any
of the responsibility for solving the crisis'. This completed
the split in the parliamentary socialist group ; and at this
crucial point Mussolini declared that the fascists were also
going to vote against the government, saying that the
proposal for socialist collaboration cut both ways.
4 It remains to be seen whether this marvellous collabora-
tion is a mere windbag or a definite contribution to the
government of to-morrow. Judging by figures it seems
to be a pretty barren affair. There are only 50 socialist
deputies ready to vote for a new ministry, even one with
an anti-fascist programme. Such a ministry would be
opposed not only by the fascists but also by a third
socialist party which is bound to emerge at the Rome
congress,1 if the collaborationists go there already pledged
to its support. Frankly it is to our advantage that
socialism should split further into three or thirty mutually
hostile sects. It is to our advantage to encourage these
divisions which help us to exterminate the party.3
Mussolini did not object to the presence of the socialists
in the new government, but accepted and tried to make his
friends accept the possibility, regarding it simply as an
opportunity for annihilating the socialist movement. What
he wanted once more to prevent was a socialist-democratic-
popolare coalition from which the fascists would be excluded.
He finished his speech by offering the Chamber the alterna-
tives of fascist participation in national life through c legal
conquest and saturation ', or armed revolt against ' anti-
fascist reaction'.
The immense confusion of passions and motives which
formed the essence of the Italian situation and which, even
to-day, is hard to straighten out, underwent an extra-
ordinary simplification in the mind of Mussolini, while
it simply befogged his opponents. The latter, too timid to
pursue boldly either their ambitions or their ideals, groped
about encumbered by outworn beliefs and plans. Mussolini
1 The Socialist Party executive had summoned an extraordinary national
congress to be held in Rome on August 6 to 8.